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ON LONG LIFE, 


Amonc the many promises 
which God has made to the right- 
vous, this is one ; With long life 
will I satisfy him.. To some per- 
sons it may possibly seem, that 
this promise contains no blessing, 
and that, if it did, there is no ev- 
idence of its being fulfilled. It 
cannot be denied that the present 
life is a state of 6o great imper- 
fection, and so liable to pains, sor- 
rows and disappointments of va- 
rious kinds, that it must.be better 
for every teal child of God to de- 
part hence, than to continue here. 
Can it then be a blessing, it will 
be atked, to be kept long in this 
state, where we must struggle 
with pains, doubts, and remains 
of sinful nature ? to be keptlong, 
where we are continually exposed 
to very painful scenes of disap- 
pointment and sorrow ?—to be 
kept at a distance from God, our 
Redeemer, and the holy society of 
heaven ?—and to wait long for 
the fulfilment of those precious 
promises, on which our strongest 
hopes are placed? Can this be 
considered as a blessing to any 
one ?.On the other hand, it may 
be asked, if long hie be mot a 

ah 


blessing, why should the godly in 
ancient times pray so earnestly 
for its continuance ? Why should 
they be so thankful morning and 
evening for daily preservation 2? 
Why should good old Hezekiah 
have wept so sore, when inform. 
ed, that the close of his pilgrim. 
age was at hand, and be so thank- 
ful, when told, that in answer to 
his prayers, fifteen years were to 
be added thereto ? And why in- 
deed should God have promised 
long life to his own children, if it 
were not a blessing ? Although 
therefore, it may appear, at first 
view, like a perfect paradox, stilt 
it must be admitted as an indu- 
bitable truth, that long lifeisa 
blessing. eek | 

I shall now proceed to show, 
why it is a blessing. | 

1. Itis a blessing, because this 
life is a probationary state, af- 
fording us a favorable opportuni. 
ty to prepare for the eternal world. 
The longer, of course, our lives 
are spared, the greater prepara- 
tion may be made. We are 
taught to believe, that we shall 
fare hereafter according as our 
deeds may behere. It we sow 
to the flesh, we shall reap corrup- 


tion, if we sow to the spirit, hife 
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everlasting. We sre taught, al- 
so, that we shall reap in propor- 
tion as we sow: He, that soweth 
aringly, shall reap sparingly, 
while he, that soweth abundantly, 
chall reap abundantly. During 
ihe course cf along life, then, 
we may be making great prepa- 
ration to rise high in glory and 
enjoyment. We may meditate 
much on the momentous concerns 
of the eternal world ;. may furnish 
cur minds with much ofthe most 
valuable kind of knowledge ; and 
improve te some good purpose 
many ferious and alarming prov- 
idences. ‘The longer we live, the 
more may we do to fit ourselves 
for the enjoyment’of our Maker. 
We may cultivate much that ho- 
ty and heavenly disposition, which 
must be possessed, and do much 11 
subduing the “ lusts of the flesh,” 
and purifying our hearts from 
every remain of sinful imperfec- 
tion. Thus, if favored witha 
long continuance in life, we may 
be laying up much treasure in 
heaven, and preparing to rise to 


a-great height in glory and-im 


blessedn ess. 
2. Long life is a blessing, be- 
ease it is a: season of usefulnes, 


and affords many opportunities 


of doing good: A truly benevo- 
lent and-pious mind. always es- 
teems itself favored in proportion 
‘a3 it finds opportunity and ability: 
todo good. For this reason as 
long life affords numerous oppor- 
tunitics of this kind, it must be 
considered by such persons asa 
pecultar favor. What opportuni- 
‘ties we may have, in a future 
world, to do good, 1 3 unknown. 
As the condition of all will there 
be fixed, and the wicked be forev- 

pts nee from th e righte OUs; 
antic ipate op. 
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portunities of being useful there 
in the same manner, as we may 
Should our lives, in this 
state, be spared until we are full 
of days, it cannot but be, that we 
shall have a multitude of oppor- 
tunities of doing something fer 
the benefit of others. A long 
life affords a favorable opportuni- 
ty for us to show that we have 
true religion, and to recommend 
it to oihers, by exhibiting its na- 
ture and excellence. It must af~ 
ford many opportunities of re- 
heving the distressed, and of per» 
forming many kind and benevo- 
lent oflices ; many opportunities 
of comforting these, who are ia 
affliction, and of directing them 
to where true consolation may be 
found ; many opportunities of 
cautioning, warning, admonish 
ing and encouraging, a8 circum- 
stances may require; many, of 
doing or saying something, which 
may make a serious impresion 
onthe minds of others, or culti- 
vate such an impression when 
made; and many, of doing 
something, ‘that max be instrus 
mental of turning sinners from 
the evil of their way, to the wis- 
dom of the just. Innumerable 
opportunities for things of this 
kind must be afforded, by the va- 
ried scenes of a-long life, and for 
this reason long Jiie must be con- 
sidered as a sagrg by every 
one, who wishes to do 2ood. 

$. Long life is a blessing be- 
cause it affords an opportunity of 
maturing hope, and thus prepar- 
ing to rise above the fears cf 
death. Itis too generally the 
case with those who humbly hope 
that they are prepared for their 
last change, that they live in such 
a manner, as to be troubled with 


Rumerous dowbts and fears. The 
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evidences of their being in a par- 
doned state are not always so clear 
as theycould wish. They often 
fear, that they have deceived 
themselves. They hope that 
their hearts are set on heaven, 
and that God is their Father in 
Christ, but they dare not be con- 
fideot. Should they, then, be 
called upon suddenly to leave 
this world, they would be ready 
to plead with earnestness, that 
God would spare them a ktde 
longer to mature their hope ; and 
perhaps would discover so much 
fear, as to doa serious injury to 
the cause, in which they are pro- 
fessedly engaged. ‘To such’per- 
eons therefore, it must bea favor 
to be spared, until their hope has 
become more firm. in being in- 
@ulged with a long life, they 
will have a favorable opportuni- 
ty of becoming thoroughly ac- 
quainted with their own minds.— 
‘hey may often compare their 
feelings with such rules of trial, 
23 the word of God affevds, and 
br cultivating a heavenly turn of 
mind, may at length attain the 
« assurance ofhope.”” Thus they 
may be prepared to rise abeve 
the fear of death so complete- 
jy, that when their departure ar- 
rives, they may go with so much 
joy and triumph, as to be quite 
as useful in Ceath,as they had 
ever been in life. 

There remarks, it is hoped will 
be sufficient to make it evident, 
that the promise of long life to 
the godly is not a mere nugatory 
form of words, but on the contra- 
ry, areal blessing for wich they 
have reason tobe ever thank- 
ful. 

it will now be expedient to in- 
quire how it appears that the 
promise is fulalled. 
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1. On this partreular an ap. 
peal may be made to fact. it 
cannot be denied but that many 
pious persons die, while they are 
young; still it is believed to be 
a fact, that a large proportion of 
such as are truly pious do live til? 
they are well stricken in years.—. 
If we look among the aged, we 
shall find a much greater propor- 
tion of them apparently pious, 
than is found in any younger class. 
rom this circumstance we natur- 
ally conclude, that more of those 
who are truly godiy, in propor- 
tion to their numbers, live to old 
age, than of those who are not.— 
Tn this fact thea we have a kind 
of occular demonstration of its be- 
mg to a certain degree true, that 
the godly are satistied with lone 
hfe. Indeed it must be observed, 
that the course of life pursued by 
a pious person is generally more 
friendly to long life, than that, 
which is pursued by those who are 
not. How many by an over ea- 
gerness to acquire worldly riches, 
have broken their con:titutions at 
an early period, and hurried them- 
selves off the stage of life ? How 
many for the same reason have 
braved the waters of the mighty 
ocean, and plunged int® an un- 
timely grave? How many have 
worn out life, at an early period, 
in midnight revels, and in sceies 
of intemperance 2nd debauchery ? 
Fiow many, under the pestiferous 
influence of falce principles of 
honor, have wantonly put their 
lives in jeopardy, and fallen in 
their full strength, a sacrifice to 
some puny resentment? ow 
many, in consequence of tome 
worldiy disappointment, have 
shortened their lives by a gloomy, 
melancholy state of mind, which 
they have indulged? Reviewing 
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the hisory of the world, we may 
say, ambition has slain its thou- 
sands, intemperance its ten thou- 
sands, and the love of the world 
ats millions. ‘Thejinfluence, how- 
ever, of these deleterious causes is, 
in a great measure done away by 
the true spirit of the gospel. The 
moment any one becomes a truly 
godly person, that moment he re- 
moves himself oyt of the way of 
most of those dangers, and of 
course, Stands a fairer chance for 
long life, than do others. The 
very nature of the case, therefore, 
makes it evident, that this prom- 
ise is, ina measure fulfilled. 

2. This promise perhaps in 
tends in reality nothing more than 
thi s, that the godly shall live so 
long in this life, as to be fully sat- 
isfied with their continuance, be it 
longer or shorter. The present 
life, when compared with the life 
to come, is truly vain and empty. 
But the views even of the godly 
are ordinarily so obscure, that, Wn- 
til they meet with numeroys trials 
they do not perceive it. When, 
however, they have once been 
thoroughly convinced of this, 
then they are satisfied with life, 
though it be at an early period. 
How few soever may have beena 
person’s years if he feel as though 
he had lived as long as there was 
any thing for him to do, and see 
no real satisfaction in the things 
of this life to tempt him toa long- 
er stay, he would say, that his life 
was sufficiently long to satisfy 
him completely,andofcourse if re- 
moved, he would net complain, 
that the promise had not been ful- 
filled. This representation it is be- 

ieved, does correspond with what 
is often true in fact. Perhaps it 
will be found,that truly pious per- 
sons are never removed, until sat- 
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isfied with life ; until so’convinced 
of its emptiness and vanity, and se 
impressed with a belief of the su- 
perior excellence of that, toward 
which they are hastening, as to 
long for the time of their depar- 
ture to arrive. We have seen ma- 
ny young persons, whose minds 
had become so heavenly as to be 
apparently anxious to depart and 
and enter a better world. We 
have heard them exclaim in lan- 
guage like this, ** Why is he so 
slow in coming? Why do his 
chariot-whcels make such delay ?” 

Vhether such persons are young 
or old they are certainly satisfied 
with length of days, and to them 
the promise has been literally ful- 
filled. 

From what has been said, it ap- 
peare that long life is a blessing 
to those only, who are disposed to 
improve it according to their 
Lord’s direction. By such per- 
sons it may well be desired, and if 
granted such persons have abun- 
dant reasen to be thankful.— 
But as to those, who are other- 
wise disposed, the case is different. 
On one supposition long life may 
even to them be a blessing, and 
that is, when, in their latter days, 
they are made the children of God. 
On any other supposition, it is no 
blessing to a wicked man to be 
spared for many days; for such 
an one, instead of making any 
preparation for hiseternal well be- 
ing, is only “ heaping up wrath 
against the day of wrath.” Let 
every reader then be careful to 
see, why he desires a continuance 
in life, and particularly, that he 
does not so improve it, as to find 
it a curse rather than a blessing, 

CLEMENT. 
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AN EXPOSITION OF Romans vy. 2. 


By whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace whercin we 
stande... 


To develope the import of this 
passage, we may enquire, first, 
what is to be understood by this 
grace 3; secondly, how access inio 
this grace is obtained ; and, third- 
lv, how it is, that in this grace we 
stand. 

1. We may enquire what is to 
be understood by éhis grace. 

The apostle refers to what he 
has just said in the preceding 
verse. It is evidently a state of 
grace, which he designs to repre- 
fent. 

It is a state of justification.— 
This is the subject on which the 
remarks of the apostle are made, 
not only in the preceding verre, 
but in a great part of this, and 
the two preceding chapters. There. 
fore, being justified — 

It is a state of justification by 


faith. Therefore, being justified by 


faith— 

It is a State of feace with God. 
Therefore, being juitified by faith, we 
have peace with God— 

It is a state of union with Christ. 
The Lord Jesus is the medinm 
and the foundation of the whole. 
Therefore, being justified by faith. we 
have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. We may inquire how access 
into this grace is obtained. 

It is not by the deeds of the law; 
becouse the law worketh wrath. It 
is not by vain oblations ; it is not 
by any description of unregene- 
rate doings. 

But it is by faith. ‘The apostle 
Says, ** We have access by faith 
into this grace.’”? Yet it is not by 
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a dead faith ; but bya faith which 

has life. Nor is it by the faith of 
devils ; but by the faith of God’s 

elect. It is not by the faith of 
learned historians and metaphysi- 

cians, which congeal with the icy 

blast of speculation ; but by the 
faith of the sanctified in heart, 
which durns inwardly with heav- 
en-born love ; and is associated 

with joy and peace, gentleness 

and goodness, meekness and tem- 

perance ; with a godly sorrcw for- 
sin; and with fruits which are 
meet for repentance. 

In aword. itis by Jesus Christ. 
By whom also we have access—into 
this grace. Itis by Him as the a- 
toning Savior. It is by Him as 
our great high Priest & Interces- 
sor. It is by Him as the way of 
acccess to the Father. It is by 
Him as the great Author and 
Finisher of our faith; asthe Lord 
our righteousness; by whose 
heartecleansing and sin-remitting 
blood, and by whose illuminating 
and regenerating ‘pirit.access into 
this grace is obtained. 

3. Weare to ingnire how it is 
that in this grace we stand. 

It is not by a literal lapse, with 
the view to sustain a moral atti- 
tude. It is not by taking a posi- 
tion, which is exactly stationary. 
It is not by retrograde actions. It 
is not by legal exertions in dis- 
tinction from evangelical censide- 
rations. It is not by our own 
strength, or by our own arm ix. 
dependently of the arm of the 
Lord. But itis, iastrumentally, by 
a diligent and faithful use of the 
means of grace. Christians stand 
in this grace by knceling in their 
closets, by turning their eyes, and 

. by reaching forth their hands, to- 
wards heaven ; by spreading be. 
fore them the sacred velume of in. 
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spiration ; by selecting treatures 
from this inexhaustible depository 
and placing them in their bosoms; 
by making a covenant with their 
eyes, when they see themselves 
surrounded with the jfascinating 
objects of this world ; by keeping 
their feet when they go to the 
house of God; by associating 
with those who follow the Lamb ; 
by examining themselves, when 
they encircle the table of the 
Lord ; and, in short, by attend. 
ing to every incumbent duty in 
fulilment of their solemn vows 
and resolutions. 

We stand, by perpetuating a 
lively exercise of the christian 
graces; by a godly sorrow for 
our sins: by a cordial approba- 
tion of the character of Christ ; by 
entire confidence in his grace ; by 
submission to his will ; by thank- 
fulness under the reception ef his 
mercies ; by patience under the 
trying allotments of his Provi- 
dence ; by meekness and resizna- 
tion under all sufferings ; by zeal 
in his cause. 

We stand, by the power of 
God; by the influences of bis Spir- 
it. We are kept by the power of God, 
through faith unto salvation. ‘There. 
tore, 

In a word, we stand frm, and 
sieadfast, and safe, in this grace. 
The agency of the Divine Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, renders our 
situation just as firm and unshak. 
en as the Rock of ages, which nev- 
er moves. Hence, to the chris- 
tian it is said, ** He will not suffer 
thy foot to be moved: he that 
keepeth thee will not slumber.— 
Béhold, he that keepeth Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep. 
Tue Lorn is THY KEEPER.” 


REFLECTIONS. 
1. We may see bv this subject, 
that the people of God are ina 
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very singular situation. They are |” 


not like the ungodly world in|) ; 


their natural state. They are not 
like the unbelievers, under the 
curse of the law. They are not 
like Adam before the apostacy in 


a moral state of mere goodness in |) : 


distinction from grace. They are 
not like the angels of light, living 
by the deeds of the law. There 
are no other just such beings, of 
whom we have any knowledge, 
in all the intelligent universe ? for 
they only are in a state of grace— 
They only, of all the creatures of 
God, enjoy the forfeited favor of 
justification by faith, and of peace 
with God, through our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. 

2. It isremarkable how honora- 
bly the saints are introduced into 
this their very singular situation. 
It is not by themselves ; it is not 
by the honorable of the earth ; it 
is not by some favorite angel from 
heaven ; but it is by the Lord of 
angels, the glorious Emmanuel, 
Ged with us. 

3. Natural men are in a state of 
condemnation. ‘They are not in 
a state of justification; they are 
not in a state of sanctification ; 
they are not in a State of peace 
withGod ; they are not in a state 
of grace. They have ro saving 
interest inthe divine Redeemer, 
They are “ without Christ, being 
aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and ¢étrangers from the 
covenarts of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in tke 
world.” They are unbelievers ; 
and “he that believeth not is con- 
demned already ; because he hath 
not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.” 

4, How totally inefficacious 
and forever abortive must be eve- 
ry religion but that of the gospel, 
to promote the radical_reforma- 
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¥ justification. 
_ religion, which opens a way of 


Ee glorious Redeemer. 
} gion, therefore, besides that of the 
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tion & real liappiness of mankind. 
There is no other religion, which 

rescribes a consistent ground of 
There is no other 


peace with God. ‘There is no o- 
ther religion, which brings men 
into a state of grace, through a 
Every reli- 


gospel, is without efficacy, and 


| has no tendency to promote an ef- 
| fectual reformation, and the real 
» felicity of the humaa race. 
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5. All the glorying of sinful 


mortals is forever excluded. E- 
ven the best of Christians are on- 
ly in a state of grace. ‘They have 
nothing which thay have receive 
ed from the hand of God as a 
good, but which has been bestow. 
ed upon them as a forfeited favor. 
Let God then have all the glo« 
ry ; and Jesus Christ be all and 
in all both now and for ever. 
PrRecoRDITE®. 
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Miscellany. 





OW THE CAUSES OF ERROR. 


Tuoucu man is the only ter- 


| restrial being, that is eadued with 





reason, and a capacity of per- 


ceiving truth, yet we fiad by ob- 

cervation, that he is more attach- 
ed to error than to truth. Kea- 
son, which was given him that 
he might find cut and maintain 
truth, is degraded, enlisted in 
the cause of error, and made use 


)ofinframing many absurdities 
) disgraceful to human nature, and 
: pernicious to the best interests 


B of mankind. 
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Man was formed 
apr: gt he. but he has sought out ANY 
ventions. Exrors of various 
kinds have abounded in _ all 

and they reas 
e present. If we look a- 
round upon the world, how few 
do we behold, who embrace the 
What2 vast multitude 
of erroneous opinions are enter- 
tained by men! Opisions shock. 
ing not only to piety, but to com. 
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Mon sense and humanity! Ifwe 


consider, further, that all these 
erroneous opinions necessarily 
produce erroneous conduct ; as 
necessarily as canses produce ef: 
fects, and trees produce fruits of 
their own kind, will it not be we!k 
to enquire briefly into'the causes 
of error, and learn by what 
means men are thus deluded,— 
and made to embrace foolish, 
absurd and impious doctrines.— 
By so doing only can we remedy 
the evil; for the fountain must 
first be cleansed in order to swee- 
ten tthe streams. Let us then 
briefly inguire into the causes of 
error. 

1. An innateaversion to the 
truth is one great and indeed 
the principal cause of error.— 
There isin the hearts of all men 
this innate aversion to the truth. 
Mankind naturally love error. 
The glorious and salutary truths, 
revealed in the word of God, are 
so opposedto the corrupt and 
vieious inclinations of men, that 















































they are naturally hostile to these 
truths and inclined to substitute 
Some other doctrines more con- 

enial to their sinful dispositions. 

Men will easily believe almost 
any thing but the truth. It is 
certain, that there is no opinion 
too absurd, orto impious, for 
them to believe. Any thing 
that will allowthem to gratify 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, will do 
better than the truth. Why is 
it that men choose to worship 
gods of wood and stone rather 
than the true and living God? Is 
it not that they think that~ these 
gods will let them live as they 
list, while the character of Jcho- 
vah forbids iniquity of all kinds? 
I cannot believe that idolatry is to 
be imputed in all eases to igno- 
tance. It must be imputed, 
sometimes at least, to the aver- 
sion of men to the character of 
God. Averse to this, they form 
to themselves such gods as their 
imaginations have devised ; such 
gods as will favor their vices and 
abominations. For the same 
reason, men reject the truths of 
the Gospel. ‘These truths are 
unpalatable ; ; therefore they are 
often wholly rejected, or new 
modelled and metamorphosed till 
the disgusting features are remo- 
ved, andthe doctrines assume a 
form more agreeable to the wick- 
ed heart. 

2. Pride of reasoning is anoth- 
er cause of error. Men are un. 
willing to be indebted to the Fu- 
ther of lights for their créed.— 

They imagine this or that doc- 
trine to be : unreasonable, because 
they cannot comprehend ‘it.— 
They make their datK and mis- 

uided minds the standard of 
truth. By this they try the doc- 
trines of the Bible; and deny, or 


On the causes of Error. 








SEFt. 


explain away, those, which are 
not agreeable to it. ‘This pre- 
sumption is not confined to the 
learned; it is found among the 
illiterate. They, also, are proud 
of their understanding ; and will 
often believe nothing which they 
are not able to comprehend.— 
Yet it is true, that the learned are 
more liable to err from this cause 
than the ignorant. Anowledze 
pufelh up ; and the learned, hav- 
Ing contracted habits of reason. 
ing, are more exposed to reason 
themselves into error. Meta. 
physical reasonings on religious 
subjects are to be introduced with 
caution. , The man who employs 
them isin danger of being so 
much taken up with deducing 
consequences, and drawing infer- 
ences, as to depart from the spirit 
of the Gospel, and leave its sim- 
ple and sublime truths for those 
which are more philosophical and 
intricate. 

3. Anover curious spirit of 
inquiry is a third cause of error, 
There are somé minds, which are 
not content with plain truths; 
but are forever prying into some 
hidden and abstruse subject.— 
To such persons there is great 
danger of running into error. 
While they imagine that they are 
improving the Christian system, 
they may involve themselves in 
error, and introduce tenets incon- 
sistent with the Gospel. The 
great truths of Christianity are 
simple; and have been under- 
stood in all ages of thé church, 
when holiness has prevailed over 
iniguity. They, therefore, who 
in the present day, undertake to 
alter the essential doctrines of the 
Gospel, and change the creed of 
the faithful martyrs of God, who 
have testified to the truth, at the 


expense of their blood, introduce 
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innovations dangerous to the 
peace of the church and the wel- 
fare of immortal souls. A pride 
of discovery may help on such 
inquiries, and make them more 
daring and more dangerous — 
Such is the disposition of man, 
that he will be proud of being 
called the father of something 
new, though it should be branded 
with infamy by, all the faithful 
followers of the Lamb. 
_ 4, The introduction of world. 
ly wisdom into religious discus- 
sions has been another source of 
error. ‘The wisdom of men is 
foolishness with God; and men 
must become fools before they 
can betruly wise. Some men 
with hearts unsubdued by divine 
grace have taken upon them- 
selves to write upon the doctrines 
of Christinity. It isto be ex- 
pected that such persons will per- 
vert the truth; and, when aided 
by genius and learning, that 
their works will be specious and 
delusive, so that numbers will be 
led away by these wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. The ertors 
which have been introduced by 
the Pelagian, Arminian and So- 
cinian writings prove this, Pros 
fessions of a candid inquiry after 
truth, subtle arguments, and am- 
biguous expressions, have been 
found by the enemy of souls, 
powerful weapons inthe subver- 
sion of truth, and the introduction 
of false doctrines. _ This secret, 
but effectual method of spread- 
ing €rror has of late infected all 
branches of knowledge. ‘Treae 
tises on the arts, on geology, ge- 
ography, astronomy, biography, 
&c. have been employed in dis 
scminating the fatal poison. 
These are some of the causes 
ef error and they should be care- 
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fully guarded against. The 
present is a critical period; the 
enemies of the truth are peculiar- 
ly vigilant; they are employing 
every species of art and cunning 
to beguile the souls of men, and 
lead them in the path to ruin.—- 
Shall the friends of truth be asleep 
while these thiags are done ? 
Shall they not be vigilant in the 

lorious cause of the Gospel? 
Shall they not use their best en- 
deavours to promote the  exten- 
sion and final triumph of the 
kingdom of our Lord and Sav- 
ior Jesus Christ ? 

Pan, 


a 
On Paraver. 

Amonc the circumstances 
which are peculiarly characteris- 
tic of the followers of Jesus Christ, 
none is more frequently mention- 
ed, or insisted upon more steadily 
by the apostolic writers, than this 
—that they “ walk by faith and 
not by sight.” The varwous gra- 
ces whose harmonious union cor- 
stitutes the perfection to which we 
aspire, may be possessed by 
Christians in different degrees ac- 
cording to their advances in holi« 
ness. Butof the whole body of 
believers it is uniformly assumed 
in the New testament, that-ia ac« 
cepting the Redeemer they have 
renounced the world; that they 
are dead to present things, and 
maintain, in their sentiments and 
actions, an habitual regard to 
those invisible relations and that 
higher inheritance to which they 
are introduced under tbe Chris. 
tian economy. ‘I am crucified 
with Christ ; nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; 
and the life which I new live in 
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the flesh, I: live by-the faith of 
the Son of God, who loved me 
and gave himself for me.” 

Yet it must be acknowledged, 
to a being such as man, the hie of 
faith is not of easy attainment — 
We are endowed with senses ad- 
mirably constructed to perceive 
and enjoy. the objects which sur. 
round us; and the pleasures of 
which we are thus capable are ea- 

and natural, endeared to us by 
early familiarity, always present, 
and generally attainable without 
much painful. exertion ef our 
strength or faculties. Invisible 
things strike but faintly npon the 
mind, and the impression is easi- 
ly effaced by the intrusion of oth- 
er. images: they are distant ; 
they appear to be uncertain ; and 
though manifestly of a noble and 
superior nature, they are better 
fitted at first: to awaken our ad- 
miration than exeite our desires. 
To a person accustomed to taste 
largely of the gratifications of 
life, the simple truths of Christian- 
ity are seldom therefore a wel- 
come message. Like the young 
man in the Gospel, he “* goes a- 
way very sorrowful,” because.‘ he 
has great possessions.’ 

BatGod, who knows .and pit- 
iés our» weakness, in appointing 
the endito be attained has not for- 
gotten to.supply the means of at- 
taining it; Our own strength is 
plainly: insufficient for the under 
taking : it.could not support us in 
innocence, how should it recover 
us from depravity ! God alone is 
able to deliver us from our natural 
bondage ; to awaken our souls 
ftom the slumber of sin & death ; 
to disenchant the world which has 
so long deceived us. The ran- 
som which was necessary He sup- 


plied ; and he has established <ct- 
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tled methods for the communica. 
tion of Divine strength to those 
who sincerely desire to obtain it: 
For this end, the higher faculties 
of the soul are. called into his sere 
vice’: dispensations are supplied 
to awaken and instruct us; the 
word of truth is published ; or- 
dinances are instituted ; and the 
means of grace appointed. But 
above ail, the privilege and duty 
of Prayer are revealed to every 
repenting sinner and the faithful. 
ness-of God is pledged, that he. 
will “ give his Holy Spirit to them 
that ask it !? 

Fasier terms surely never were: 
proposed for the attainment of a- 
ny blessing. Should an illustri- 
ous prince, oran affectionate fa- 
ther, or a generous and faithful 
friend, invite us to come to him 
that he might impart some ‘pe- 
cial bounty, should me churlishly 
refuse ? Should we not anticipate 
with joy the approaching hour, 
and count the moments till it are 
rived ? And shall we turn away 
from the Father of all‘ mercies. 
when he calls us into-his pres- 
ence ; and refuse,. by the highest: 
of all privileges, to purchase the 
greatest of all bléssings ?: 

Prayer is wndoubtedly the first 
of all the means of grace. ; and it 
has this peculiar dignity and bles- 
sing that it brings us before the 
the Throne of God himself $ into 
the presence of Him, whom.to see: 
and love is the highest happiness 
of the highest created being..lt was 
once the happiness of man. But sia 
too soon separated him from his 
Maker, & spreading like a noxious 
vapor, blotted ont the very sun 
from heaven. [fom that fatal 
hour the whole human race wan« 
dered about in blindness and ere 
ror, “ fettered with the bonds of 





BEERS Gek haa CRIN PRE EES. eed 


TST. 


along night and exiled from the 
‘eternal Previdence.’’* The right 
‘or the duty of Prayer, though it 
‘may be probably inferred from 
the visible dispensations of God, 
1s by no means a certain truth of 
‘natural religion. To the children 
‘of Israel it was communicated by 
revelation ; to us it has been pro- 
claimed and enjoyed by the Son 
of God himself. And blessed for 
ever and ever be his holy Name 
who brought down the message of 
‘reconciliation-and peace-; 


For though we fied him angry, yet 
recalled 

To life prolonged and promised grace, 
we now 

‘Gladly behold though but the distant 
skirts 


-OFf glory, and far off his steps adore.t 


The approach to God and in- 
troduction to spiritual perceptions 
which are effected by Prayer seem 
as it were, the connecting link be- 
tween earth and Heaven; be- 
tween that state of distance and 


separation ‘from the Creator to 


which as sinners we must still sub- 
mit, and those blessed privileges 
which we shallhereafter sharein 
the kingdom of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther. In the blessed exercises of 
a spiritual devotion, the soul ‘is 
borne away for a time from all 
the perishable objects of sense,'to 
appear in the very sanctuary-of 
God ; there to learn what the 
voice of man can never teach, ‘to 
feel what the profane-or thought- 
less never canappreciate. ‘* The 
Christian loves to lie low before 
the footstool of his Creator ;”t 
and from that blessed presence he 


* Wisdom of Solomon, xvii. 2. 

+ Par. Last. 

¢ Rey. Robt, Hall. ‘Sermon on Infi- 
detity. 
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returas with a heart so humbled 
yet so refreshed, that like Peter in 
the Mount he feels “ it was good 
for him to be there.”? Earthly 
vanity has lost ‘its charm, and 
earthly -greatness its splendor.; 
and though the business & career 
of life may a little damp the ar- 
dor of his spirits, he will stiil be 
conscious of a secret unfailing and 
heavenly energy, which he drank 
in with “the -water of life that 
proceedeth out of the Throne of 
God, and of the Lamb.’’* 

It cannot then be matter of as~ 
tonishment to find, that many 


‘of those who have been the most 


eminent for activity aod useful- 
ness in secular concerns have been 
remarkable also for the depth of 
their piety, and the consecration 
of what appears a large propor- 
tion of their time to religious offi- 
ces. Itis impossible to read the 
accounts which have been trans- 
mitted to us of Alfred, without 
feeling amazed at the variety of 
affairs—military, civil, commer. 
cial, judicial and literary —which 
his comprehensive genius embra- 
ced and transacted. The secret 
‘of his prodigious exertions seems 
to be given in the following exe 
tract from a writer equally impar- 
tial and able :¢+ ‘ Religion, which 
in Alfred’s:father was so prejudi- 
cial to his affairs, without being in 
him at all inferiorin its zeal & fer- 
vor, was of a more enlarged and 
noble kind. Far from being a 
prejudice to his government, it 
seems ‘to‘have been the principle 
which supported him in so many 
fatigues, and fed like an abundant 
source his civil and military vir. 


* Rev. xxii. I, 
+ Mr. Burke. 
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tues. T’o his réligious exercises 
and studies he devoted a full third 
part of his time.”—Boerhaave 
was illustrious, in a later age, and 
in a more limited sphere of action, 
for his extensive scientific resear- 
ches combined with a laborious 
professional practice. To a friend 
who inquired of him how he 
could unite pursuits so contradic- 
tory, and at the same time sup- 
port, with an equanimity almost 
a to himself, the number- 
ess prOvocations and affronts to 
which he was unfortunately sub- 
jected ; he replied, that he attrib- 
uted his strength and cheerfulness 
to the habit of devoting one full 
hour every morning ta’ ‘secret 
prayer.—Martin Luther lived 
during many years in a perpetual 
storm of conflict, controversy and 
danger; persecuted by the ven- 
geance of his enemies harrassed 
by thé imprudences or defection 
of his friends, unavoidably engag- 
ed in extensive political connec. 
tions and correspondences, bur- 
dened with the weight of a new 
unsettled and struggling religion. 
Amidst the countless occupations 
and distractions incident to such a 
Situation, his life continually 
threatened, his health occasional- 
ly failing, his hopes frequenity dic- 
appointed and at times almost 
desperate, he maintained the cause 
ofGod with the most unconquera- 
ble energy ; and, though some- 
times hurried into excesses by the 
vehemence of his nature, conduct- 
ed it, in the main, through difh- 
culty and’ peril, from its weak and 
tottering infancy to its triumph- 
ant establishinent, with consum- 
mate ability and wisdom. His 
learned and pious Historian* has 


* The very Rev. the Dean of Car- 
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sufficiently explained whence he 
derived the powers required to 
support such prodigious exertions, 
by informing us, that the great 
Reformer regularly employed 
three of the best hours every day 
in the exercises of devotion.—lIn- 
deed, it is scarcely necessary to 
refer to any ordinary examples, 
when we recollect that even He 
“to whom the Spirit was given 
without measure’? would retire 
from the multitudes that follow- 
ed him, and, though fatigued with 
the labors of his daily ministry, 
employed whole nights in prayer. 
In the midst of danger and dis- 
tress David sought the Lord and 
was succoured ; under the bur- 
den of guilt, he poured out his 
soul before him and ‘was forgiv- 
en ; in prosperity and happiness, 
he adored his mercy and was sus- 
tained.. The Disciples were as- 
sembled in prayer when the Holy 
Spirit was shed upon them from 
above. In prayer they rejoiced 
after their first sufferings for the 
name of Christ. With prayer the 
Apostle of the Gentiles bade a- 
dieu to his Ephesian converts. At 
midnight, in a dungeon, “ Paul 
and Silas prayed and sung 
psalms.” . 

What has been already observ. 
ed respecting’ devotion, that. it 
brings us into the presence of God 
himself, will in a great measure 
determine the qualifications and 
sertiments with which we must 
appear before him. Among these 
if I do not enumerate an humble 
and lively faith in the Redeemer, 
it is not certainly becatise these 
feelings are needless or of Jiitle 
moment, but because they are of 
such universal and vital induence, 
pervading and sustaining the 
whole system of religion, fat to 
suppose them absent, at l¢ast in 
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habitual operaticn and energy, 
from any the smallest portions of 
our existence, is to Suppose. us in 
the very same degree sinners be- 
fore God. In every disquisition, 
therefore, respecting a religious 
act or grace, an humble and en- 
tire reliance on the merits of Je- 
sus Christ. is necessarily assumed ; 
for without this no act can be re- 
ligious, no graceexist. Yet these 
sentiments seem more e:pecially 
to belong to the exercises of devo- 
tion as acceptable only in the 
name of that great High Priest 
who holds the heavenly censer, to 
whom are presented “ the golden 
vials full of odours.”’* 

‘ Without holiness no man 
shall see Ged.” To enter into 
hia presence by prayer, purity of 
heart and the absence of all babit- 
ual sin are plainly indispensable. 
“* Before the throne there was.a 
sea of glass like unto chrystal.’’+ 
To sin and to pray are absolute 
contradictions. If we imagine 
that we experience the feelings or 
the pleasures of real devotion 
while we_live in any known habit- 
ual sin, we fatally deceive our. 
selves; they are the fervors of a 
heated fancy, or the delusions of 
Satan. It is to the pure alone that 
God unfolds the’ gates of the ce. 
lestial Jerusalem, and appears in 
beatific vision : “ but there shall 
in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination.” 3 

Devotion, then, plainly implies 
habitual self examination : for no 
one can be assured that he does 
not live in sin, except he watches 
diligently his daily conversation. 
And this is one of the reasons why 
piety is commonly and correctly 


* Rey. v: j Rey, iv. 6. 
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used, as a eormpeadioys expressian 
for all the Christian graces. Pie- 
ty necessarily supposes that wake- 
ful regard to the will of God, in 
which consists the essence of all 
religion; for the foundation of 
moral obligation is universally and 
forever the same. The law of the 
creature is the will of the Crea- 
tor. 

Self,examination precedes pray- 
er ;—ybut it precedes not merely 
as g pioneer to remove obstacles, 
but as a skillful general to pre. 
scribe and direct the march. Ex- 
cept we are acquainted by fre- 
quent inspections with the state of 
our hearts and lives, we can nei- 
ther be assured that we pray ac- 
ceptably nor that we pray aright. 
How can we confess sins which. 
we have not discovered? How can 
we acknowledge mercies we have 
never noticed? Uniess we know 
our wants, shall we ask for their 
needful relief ? Unless we are sen- 
sible of our dangers, shall we 
wisely implore assistance : Indeed 
devotion in its most perfect exer- 
cise impiies not only a watchful 
observance of our daily disposte 
tions and conduct, but a constant 
attention to all the dealings and 
providences vf God towa-de us, 
and such a general diffusion of re- 
ligion through the soul, as shall 
render it quick to understand both 
the will and the ways of cor 
Heavenly Father. Otherwice we 
come to prayer without the ma- 
terials for praying properiy. And 
if it would be thought !presump- 
tuows in a subject to request an 
audience of his sovereign without 
having first considered well the 
topics on which he designed to 
address him, what shali we judge 
of a sinner who ventures to come 
befcre his Maker wiiully igno 








268 


‘rant of these things which should 
‘be the subjects of his petitions, 
the occasions of his thankfulness, 
or the causes of his most deep 
humiliation and repentance. 

But prayer does not only re- 
quire previous qualifications ;— 
there are dispositions and:senti- 
ments still more intimately allied 
toit,and which should be wrought 
into its very essence. ‘Three of 
‘these deserve to be enumerated. 

We must approaeh God avith 
veverence. Men tremble before 
their equals, but they are at their 
ease before Gad ; they fear those 
who can neither benefit nor hurt 
them, and they fear not him 
whose judgment will determine 
their happiness or misery for ev- 
er. Nay, in the opinion of ma- 
ny, to feel much uneasiness or ap- 
prehension respecting our spiritu- 
al condition is the mark of a low 
and pusillanimous spirit. But 
this is not courage ; it is fatuity. 
Beings more powerful and more 
daring than men do not judge 
thus; ‘the devils believe and 
tremble.*’ We tremble not as 
they with a base and servile 
-dzead : yet to fear God above all 
things is one of the chief charac- 
teristics of true piety. It isinsep- 
arable even from love, according 
to the measure at least of our or- 
dinary attainments here : though 
indeed there is a love that “ cas- 
teth ont fear.”” However, there 
can be no question that the pro- 
foundest reverence, the deepest 
sense of the Majesty of Him whom 
we address, ought to accompany 
every exercise of devotion. These 
sentuments have nathing in them 
that is mean or degrading : they 
are suitable.to the relations which 
eonnect the creature with his Cre- 
ater; they are most highly be- 
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coming a sinful béing towarde hie 
offended Judge. They commu- 
nicate a seriousness, weight, and 
fervor to our prayers ; banishing 
from our minds every thought 
that is light or -unseasonable.— 
They raise the soul, by filling it 
with just apprehensions of the 
most exalted and most excellent 
of Beings. They impart a sanctity 
to every thing around, place us,as 
it were, in the midst of a temple 
“‘ resoundiug with awful vaices, 
and filled with holy inspiratidhs.”’ 

Another quality (or whatever 


‘be its just description) indispenst- 


ble to prayer, 18, earnestness. With- 
out some measure of earnestness, 
prayer cannot be ; and withont a 
considerable measure, it_ can 
scarcely be acceptable ; for unless 
we heartily desire to obtain the 
things we ask, is it not a mere 
mockery to implore them at the 
hand of God? SBut here is the 
chief difficulty. We can pray 
earnestly for any thing .which we 
really wish to possess ; but our 
petitions for spiritual things are 
apt to be faint, because our de- 
sires after them are feeble. If, 
then, we would be serious in our 
ptayers, we must first be serious 
in our hearts ;—we must feel that 
the pardon, the favour, and the 
saactifying influences of God, are 
not merely in words, but in very 
truth and certainty, the greatest 
of all blessings. Are they not re- 
ally such ? Does there exist in 
the universe a single being, not ir- 
recoverably depraved, who could 
lay his hand upon his heart, aad 
say, that he even doubts of this 
truth? How is it, then, that we 
desire so little what we acknowl- 
edgeto be so excellent? Orcan 
we believe, when our Heavenly 


Father has opened .all the treas- 

















































ry en worn r™ 


a 
w 


| Pe Re 


1314. On Prayer. 268 


ures of his goodness to.us, that he 
will not esteem it a high affront if 
we are still insensible to their val- 
ue? Let usremember that our 
Redeemer has not only enjoined 
earnestness in prayer, but impor- 
tunity ; and that he has accom- 
panied his command with an as- 
surance that such petitions shall 
undoubtedly be successful. Pray- 
er is the evidence and expression 
of the grace we have, as well as 
the appointed method of procur- 
ing what we have not. Whoev- 
er, therefore, rests satisfied with 
siight and formal devotions, ac- 
knowledges that he neither pos- 
tesses the spirit. of real religion, 
nor desires to possess it. Would 
any Christian venture to make 
this profession of his character be- 
fore men ? Is it less alarming to 
make such a profession of it daily 
before God ? 

There is yet another disposi- 
tion which belongs to prayer, far 
too essential to be omitted—/ove. 
This is the blessed principle which 
gives to every religious exercise, 
and more especially to devotion, a 
grace, an excellence, and delight 
which nothing else ean communi- 
cate. It is like the “ sacred infiu- 
ence” of light in the visible world, 
which cheers and amtmates every 
object, which displays a thousand 
charms unknown and unimagined 
and mingling with them its own 
radiance, more excellent than 
them all, awakens a slumbering 
creation to joy and life, adoration 
and praise. If we would find in 
prayer its full blessimg and prop- 
er happiness, it is- absolutely ne- 
cessary that we love God fer- 
vantly. Love includes rever- 
ence; itinsures earnestness; in 
its vigorous exercise it compre- 
bends:or implies every thing that 


is requisite in prayer. But if. 
love be faint, all devotion lane 

guishes; our spirits are wearys. 
our faith cold, our desires feeble, 
our thoughts irregular and dise 

tracted. Love renders prayer 

delightful to ourselves, and ace 
ceptable to our Maker. It makes. 
us willing to ask, and willing to- 
receive ; deeply sensible of our. 
past mercies, and:desirousto obe 

tain more, not only that we may: 
be richer in blessings, but that: 
we may be more deeply indebted. 
to Him who bestows them, and 
enjoy more abundant manifesta- 
tions of his perfections and goods 
ness. It makes us sensible of a: 
delightful complacency in the 
presence of our Great Benefac- 
tor, and, conforming us in heart: 
and desires to his Blessed images. 
communicates and perfects that: 
filial relation in which the Fae 
ther of our Lord Jesus delights 
to regard us,that he may deaf 
with us as obedient children, 
holy and acceptable in the bee 
loved. 

These are some of the requi- 
sites in prayer ; feebly expressed, 
faintly delineated; but what 
hand can adequately portray its 
true excellence! Of the objects- 
of our devotions, it is not possible 
to speak with the cantilecision. 
We are commanded to ask for 
spiritual blessings ; we are allow« 
ed to:suppiicate even for tempo- 
ral mercies. But the nature of 
our petitions must necessarily va- 
ry with our wants, our dangers, 
our spiritual knowledge and ex- 
perience. Some things, howev- 
er, there are so essential that they 
can never be absent from the de- 
votions of a Christian. Forgive 
ness of guilt, and protection a. 
grinst temptation, as we always 
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need, we mutt always implore. 
Grace tofear God and to love 
Him, grace to watch against sin, 
and for advancement in holines, 
is at least as necésfary to the soul 
as our calty bread for the body. 
But the detail of our supplica- 
tions, and the sources and expres- 
sions of praise, no rules can suf- 
ficiently prezcribe either to our- 
selves or others. W ith respect 
to temporal merties, some doubt- 
less are very great, and may be 
innocently and earnestly implor- 
ed. For these we little need sug- 
estions ; we are seldom alow to 
aiiGern, or forgetful to express 
them. There are se<sons too ot 
difficulty and distress in wed 
every faithful Christian will fly 
the Throne of Grace for relief, 
Support, instruction. Butthough 
we are cominanded to call on 
God inthe day of trouble, and 
encouraged even,to hope that our 
prayers for some more special 
blessings will be heard and gran- 
ted, itis not, I believe, charac- 
teristic of a deen piety or a com- 
prehensive wisdom to ent®r or- 
dinarily into much detail and 
specificatio in regard to tempo- 
ral mercies. The greatest derive 
their excellence chiefly from a 
connectiq@ggwith spiritual things ; 
and it is better to atk the end than 
the means. Nor ts it possible to 
live and observe, even for a little 
while, without discovering, that 
of all vanities the ** vanity of hu- 
man wishes” is the most strange 
dnd pitiable. Weask we know 
not what, and asce ercain the kind- 
ness and graci ious providences of 
our Heavenly Father far more 
frequenily in disappointing our 
desires than in indulging them. 
The wisdom of the eatyrisi® is 
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very old; but it was founded on 

extensive observation; and the 

lapse of sixteen hundred years haz 

not yet effected any substantial 

alter ations in the character of hu- 

man desires, or the value of the 

truths which he inclucated. ‘The 

general result cannot be better 

given than in the words of one 

of our gr reatest writers :— 

Still raise for goud the supplicati ng 

voice, < 

But leave ts Heaven the measure and 
the choice ; 

Sufe in His hand, whose eye disceris 

_ from far 

The secret ambush of the specious 
prayer ; 

Implore his aid, in his decision rests 

Secure what’er he gives, he gives 
the best. 


_It is always a matter of some 
anxiety with Christians to dis- 
cover what are the evidences of 
a state of grace, that they may 
net deceive themselves in the 
most important of all inquiries. 
Various critetia have been propo- 
sed ; and undoubtedly, as in the 
natural world it is _ the union of 
many qualities which determines 
an object, and the combination 
of many dispositions which forms 
a character, sottis the allianée 
of many graces which ascertains 
the Christian. Yetif any one 
attainment could safely be relied 
on as a sufficient proof of a truly 
regenerate spirit; perhaps Prayer 
would be entitled to that pre-em- 
inence ;—and this for two rea- 
sons, each of which has alreadg 
incidentaily been noticed. First, 
because it implies habitual watch- 
fulness against sin: secondly, be- 
cause it has its source in spiritual 
desires, and isthe expression of 
spiritual affections. It might be 
dangerous, perhaps, to fix the at- 
tention too exclusively on any 
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single virtue: yet surely these 
considerations furnish the most 
reasonable motives for endeavor- 
ing diligently to grow in this bles- 
sed grace ; while, at the same 
time, they afford occasion for ve- 
ry anxious solicitude and inquiry 
to all whe are conscious that their 
prayers are little. better than for.-. 
mal exercises, destitute of those 
deep feelings and earnest aspira- 
tions which give to devotion its 
true character. 

Prayer is a very considerable 
source of Christian experience.— 
Many of us can remember the 
time when in. reality we never 
prayed. Most of us, it is to be fear. 
ed, are conscious of considerable 
variations in the freedom, the se- 
riousness, and the spirituality of 
our devotions. . These, doubtless 
arise in part from the fluctua- 
tions of health and spirits. In 
part too they may not improba- 
bly be occasioned (so far at least 
a3 respects sensible joy and conso- 
lation) by the differing degrees of 
grace, which are wisely dispensed 
by our great Redeemer with ref- 
erence to our Situation and wants, 
for our discipline and improve- 
ment. But by far the most con- 
siderable cause of the inequalities 
in devotion which some too fre- 
quently, and perhaps most Chris- 
tians occasionally, experience, un- 
questionably is the increase and 
intrusion of tempers, practices, or 
pursuits, which are unfavorable to 
holiness. If the heart is soured 
by unkindness, or disturbed by the 
commotions of angry passions, 
can we be surprised that our pray- 
ers are attended with little profit, 
and no sensible delight ? When 
the wares are sweptby a Levanter, 

will they coase to rage merely be- 
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rene and lovely ? If werise in the 
morning full of eager projects for 
our worldly advancement, or lie 
down at night flurried with the 
rapture, or jaded by the fatigues, 
of unprofitable divertions, is it a 
strange thing to find that our 
hearts, like our knees, are bowed 
down to earth ; that the incense 
of devotion is in our hands, but 
there is no. fire to make it stream 
to Heaven a sweet-smelling sacri- 
fice. Prayer is the touch-stone 
by which our lives are tried. It ig 
the magic signet that changes its 
color at the approach of every 
danger. ..And. these — things, 
in their infinitely varving degrees 
and shades, are the materials of 
Christian experience. We become 
acquainted with .the order of 
God’s good providence; with 
our own corruptions, infirmities, 
dangers, habits and necessities.—~ 
Happy, happy they, in whom the 
spirit of real devotion is ever in- 
creasing ; who “ grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God by whom 
they are sealed unto the day of re. 
demption ;”? who, observing the 
ways of their Heavenly Father, 
and diligently watching their own 
hearts and lives, * continue instant 
in prayer ;” and find, in its bless. 
ed exercises, an ever flowing spring 
of life, strength and consolation. 
They are the fruitful, the joyful, 

the established Christians. Theirs 
are not the wanderings ef earthly 
pilgtims, feeble and way-worn, 
laboring up the. rude mountains, 
and shrinking beneath the wintry 
blast. Theirs is the march of ane 
gels : 


On they move od 
Indissolubly firm, nor obvious hill, 
Nor straitening vale, nor woods. nor 
stream divides 
Their perfect ranks; for high abora 
the groun 
Ju. 
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Their mareh was, and the passive air 
upbore 
Their nimble tread.* 

Prayer is our chief security in 
seasons of difficulty and tempta- 
tion. Our lives are not long 
compared with the eternity that 
iS opening upon us, they. are al- 
most nothing :.yet such is our 
present weakness, that we are sel- 
dém able to-preserve an equal 
tenor even through these short 
portions of existence. Distresses 


— 


come upon us before we are awa! e. 


and ‘find us ill prepared. Past 
failures render us justly distrust. 
ful of our-elves ; and our happiest 
hours are saddened with the tho’t 
that perhaps temptations may 
hereafter arise’ too powerful for 
aur strength; or a new state of 
things insensibly turn. our minds 
from sptritual pursuits, and steal 
from us tiie little hope and joy 
we have been jaboring to attain. 
Now, Prayer is that blessed mean 
by which a corre*pondence is 
maintained, with God himse!f and 
through which spiritual strength 
and knowledge may always be de- 


rived from Héaven, proportioned | 


td onr needs, ‘lhe princess, wno, 
by touching a talismao,could sum- 
mon the mightiest Genii to her 
aid, had little reason to be afraid 
of her enernfes, thouch otherwise 
defenceless. A man who has lib- 
erty to draw without limit upona 
wealthy friend will not be appre- 
hensive of want, though his own 
resources may be Seanty. Let us 
not be fearful. Elijah was faint 
with his journey, and requeste 

that he might die; but angels 
breught him food irom heaven, 
and m the strength cf that meat 
he travelled forty days,even to the 
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mount of God. Angels are stilb 
‘‘ sent forth to minister for them. 
who shall be heirs of salvation.’” 
God. himself is ever present with. 
us, ready. to hear our petitions, 
and able and willing to perform 
them. How thankrul should we. 
be that he. has condescended to 
appoint a regular medium for 
communication with him. Only. 
let us cultivate and improve it ; 
let us become acquainted with all 
the power of prayer, and capable. 
by active and unremitting exer- 
cise, of proving its fulltenergy in. 
the day of our necessity. If this 
heavenly path be kept open and 
vnobstructed, we may encamp 
with secutity;. though placed in 
the midst of our enemies. Our 
supplies are eafe ; we are in no 
danger of discomfiture. ‘ I will 
Jay me down in peace, and take 
my rest ; for itis thou Lord, only. 
that makest me dwell in safety,’? 
There is yet another consideras- 
tion. which should peculiarly en- 
Gear to us the exercises of devo- 
tion ;—prayer is our best resource 
in.the hour of affliction. When ev-. 
ery other prop of earthly happi- 
ness is. withdrawn, and our weak-~. 
ness totters under the pressure of. 
increasing and complicated dis. 
tresses, this heavenly stay is still. 
present with us, still sufficient to 
sustain us. Jt seems even proba- 
ble that God sometimes permits. 
his servants to suffer under priva- 
tions.and to witness the destruction 
of many of their fairest hopes,that’ 
they may ascertain the full meas- 
ure of their spiritual resources, 
and learn “ what is the exceeding 
greatness of his power toward 
them that helieve.”” All forget: 
fulness of God involves the guilt 
of ingratitude ; but methinks 
there is something peculiarly. 
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heartless, and offensive even to 
our natural sense of justice and 
generosity, in that fitful and fluc- 
tuating piety which can fly to our 
great Creator and Savior in the 
hour of need, yet neglect him in 
the days of ease and prosperity. 
Have we then known what itis te 
suffer affliction? Have.we wan- 
dered awhile in the vale of sad- 
ness and despondency, crying to 
God with a faint heart and a fee- 
ble voice, hopeless perhaps of suc- 

cour, yet deprived of every other 
refuge?) What were then our 
thoughts? What would have 
been ovr resolutions and promis- 
es, had a voice from heaven offer. 
ed us deliverance? Let us meas- 
ure our obligations to a grateful 
‘piety by our own feelings during 
the season when they were the 
most.jast and powertul. Let us 
think of the astonishment, the ve- 
ry scorn and indignation, with 
which we should then have reject. 
ed the idea of forgetting Him in 
pros erity who was our only help 
in sorrow. ‘Is thy servant a 
dog, that he should do .this 
thing ?”’—Or have our years.hith- 
erto flowed on in tranquil happi- 
ness? Has our Heavenly Bene- 
factor shed upon us his .chcicest 
mercies, and shielded us.from the 
shafts of destruction that are rain- 
ing so thick around us? Yet let 
us not be blinded by the sunshine 
of our happiness, An hour is fast 
approaching that will feelingly 
convince us how frail is the tex- 
ture of earthly felicity, how unsta- 
ble the dreams of youth and fan- 
cy. Then who will be our ref- 
uze? To whom must we raise 
our eyes for support and consola- 
tion?) Andshallwe slight Him 
in Our strength, who will be the 
only Protector of our weakness ? 
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Even in earthly friendships, how 
dear to us are tho:e who have 
comforted and sustained us under 
the pressure of calamities ? The 
affection which has survived prose 
perity, to which degradation and 
sorrow have only given new 
warmth and steadiness; which, 
like the queen ef night, unveils its 
full beauty when the hours of joy 
and lustre have passed away, 
pouring, as it were, a holy light 
through the damps and darkness 
ef adversity ;—such an affectiou, 
even in this world, possesses a 
eanctity which belongs not to com- 
mon sentiments or seasons.: it 
commands not only gratitude, but 
veneration, and would involve the 
being capable of forgetting it in 
the guilt of sacrilege. Let us 
ctranster-the feelings which are fa- 
miliar to us in our earthly -rela- 
tions to those higher connections 
and dependencies to which Reli- 
gion introduces us; let us give to 
those sentiments the ampiiiude 
and exaltation which they should 
acquire by being allied to the 
greatest and the best of Beings : 
and we shall need no other instruc- 
ters. The voice of nature, and 
the dictates of piety, willfer once, 
be concurrent; and agust.instinct 
-ccondect us to trath. 

It is long before the mind be- 
comes fully persuaded of the pow- 
er of Prayer, and the reality of 
its consolations. Our sensibility 
in religion, as in Social interzourse 
is dependant, in some measure, 
upon the constitutional tempera- 
ment. Fancy can imitate, wit 
the skill ofan enchantress, every 
impression, sensible or spiritual ; 
and whatever be the persuasion of 
the presence and agency of God, 
which is experienced in the hap- 
pier hours of devotion, it 4s net 
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unnatural that doubts should af- 
terwards arise, and some appre- 
henion be felt lest we yield our- 
selves too readily: to a delightful 
illusion.’ It is probable that the 
danger of mistake in this, as in o- 
ther branches of religious knowl- 
edge and experience, was intend: 
ed by”’our Heavenly Instructer 
for our discipline and improve: 
ment ;—to teach us humility, 
caution, difidence-; to awaken a 
rational anxiety after trnth ; to 
inculcate the necessity of watch- 
fulness; to stimulate and to re- 
ward that steady diligence which 
is one of the: best evidences 
of our own sincerity in his ser- 
vice. A hasty ‘persuasion of 
questionable truths, a rapid 
and undoubting’ surrender of 
the mind to convictions of the 
highest moment upon slight and 
disputable evidence, is neither 
characteristic of a just understan- 
ding, nor of that serious, modest 
and somewhat scrupulous temper, 
which is generally’ allied to the 
best: praces of Christianity. Yet 
the reality of those blessed com- 
munications which descend, in 
prayer, upon the humble and fer- 
vent suppliant, 18 in no manner 
rendered doubtful by the posibili- 
ty of mistaking them. These are 
guaranteed to us by the faithful- 
ness of the Revelation of God ; 
and they have been auihenticat- 
ed, in every age, by the testimony 
of the most pious and spiritual 
Christians: Let us earnestly en- 
deavor so *‘ to watch unto pray- 
er,” that we may erjoy also the 
rational evidence of our own ex- 
perience. Religion does not mere- 
by enjoin duties ; it communicates 
privileges ; it imparts blessings. 
The Apostle of the Gentiles pray- 
ed for his converts, * that they 


might be filled with all joy and 

eace in believing ;—that they 
might abound in hope, through 
the power'of the Holy Ghost.”’ 
St. Peter appealed ‘to the experi- 
ence of believers‘ if so be ye 
have tasted that the Lord is gra- 
cious.” The beloved Di:ciple 
declared, ** Verily our fellowship 
is with the Father, ‘and with his 
Son Jesus Christ.”’ “There is 2 
practical conviction of the reality 
of heavenly things “a sober cers 
tainty of bliss,” which exceeding- 
ly differs from that general, tho? 
undisputing assent to the great 
truths of Revelation, with which 
we are far too willing to rest sat- 
ised. Inthe ordinary economy 
ot Providence, it is the reward of 
a diligent inquiry into the will of 
God, and persevering activity in 
hisservice. It is especially the fruit 
and reward of Prayer ; and if no 
other duties or advantages con- 
nécted themselves with that blessed 
€xercise, this would certainly be 
sufficient to render it the delight 
of every experienced Christian — 
For what can be more truly desi- 
rable than ‘to attain to a percep- 
tion of that light and peace which 
in their full measure, belong to a 
higher condition ; what more ex- 
cellent than that occupation 
which connects the service 
with the enjoyment of God, the 
duties of this life’ with the glories 
of a better ? 

Cu. Os. 


ON RELIGIOUS CHARITIES. 
From the Panoplist. 


In a paper ‘published in the 
Panoplist for April, 1 offered 
some calculations, respecting the 








good uses which might be made 
of the money now. expended in 
war, and proposed to offer some 
remarks on the comparatively 
smail sums which Christians seem 
willing to give to religious char- 
ities. 

3efore I proceed to the accom. 
plishment of this plan, I must 
premise that Christians some- 
times expose the best of causes to 
ridicule, by their extravagant ex- 
ultation ata comparatively tri- 
fling subscription to a charitable 
object. They set their expecta: 
tion so low, that they tempt eve- 
ry infidel and scoffer, who stands 
by, to say, “* Zhese people must esti- 
mate their religion at a very low rate. 
See how they are surprised, if a 
thousand dollars are subscribed to 
a religious charity. ‘They exult, 
asifa most extraordinary event 
had taken place. If there were 
none but infidels, in this populous 
and wealthy city, who possess 
any considerable sum of money, 
such exultation would not be so 
trange. But when the profes- 
sing. Christians of this very city, 
might pay a million of dollars 
and never feel the sacrafice, it 
seems rather curious, that they 
should assume so mych credit 
for giving a thousandth part of 
thatsum.  [f a theatre is to be 
erected, a hundred thousand dollars 
can be raised without the least 
difficulty. If actors and actress- 
es are wanted to be imported 
from London, the expense ean 
easily be borne, and the regular 
dramatic exhibitions can go on, 
at an expenseof at least ¢qwo hun- 
dred thousand dollars during one 
winter, for tickets, extra dress, 
coach hire, &c. &c. Ina popular 
war, this city could raise five 
millions ia a single day to carry 
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iton; in the war against Satan, 
which these Christians eg to 
wage with so much vigor, they 
think they do bravely if they can 
raise for any new scheme of war- 
fare, a five theusandi) part of that 
sum. I question their sincerity. 
Ii I must see a Christian, give 
me the honest Moravian, whe 
acts according to his professions ; 
who, while he says he isthe stew- 
ard of God, sai disposes of 
all his earnings and a// his income, 
as he thinks will most conduce 
to the spread of religion.” 

Such, I can well imagine, 
might be the language of an in- 
telligent infidel; and let me ask 
the reader, if f there is not too 
much ground for it? Is it not a 
fact, that many Christians, both 
inthe city and the country, act 
aceording to a shamefully low 
standard, so far as relicious char- 
ities are concerned. In one of 
our largest cities, for instance, 
the merchants pay a million an- 
nually in duties to government ; 
the inhabitants expend two mill- 
ions in erecting new private buil- 
dings; they add a million to 
their banking capital; they add 
half a million to the furniture of 
their houses; they lend some 
millions to ‘government ; ; they 
have some millions lying by un- 
employed ; and hew much do 
they give to Christ?) Nota tenth 
part “of a tithe. of what they 
might give—of what they ought 
to give. Before Christians should 
give largely of their property tq 
religious charaties, there are twa 
questions to be settled Is the 
cause worthy of pecuniary sacrie 

fices? Will the giving of money ree 
ally promote the cause? 

As to the first question, it 
wou'd bean insult toa Christian 
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community, were I to attempt 
to answer it. As to the second, 
let the inquirer look around upon 
the ignorance, the vice, the irre- 
ligion, which prevail in the world. 
These evils may be removed by 
instruction, admonition, and ex- 
ample, accompanied by the di- 
vine blessing. Instructors, who 
will exhibit a good example, 
may befound and empioyed, it 
pecuniary means are not want- 
ing; and the experience of the 
ehurch has shewn that the di- 
vine blessing usvaily accompa- 
nies faithful attempts to do good. 
It is plain, then, that very great 
peceniary sacrifices should be 
made without. delay by Chris. 
tians, for the general diffusion of 
religious knowledge. Let us 
compare the expenses actually in- 
curred for this object with those 
which are incurred for war. 

As the writer would not by any 
means excite party feelings, he is 
bound to premise that he does 
mot here wish even to hint at the 
Zustice or tnjustice of any partic- 
ular war, so far as relates to one 
party engaged in it rather than 
the other. All men admit that 
mo war can be ju:tifiable on both 
sides. Every war must therefore, 
be owing to the wickedness of 
man, and the whole expenze, on 
Doth sides, must be charged to 
that cause. To all reflecting 
Christians, then, it must appear a 
amelancholy, a bitter, a lamenta- 
ble thing, even in regard to any 
war which they may deem just 
and inevitable, that so enormous 
a tribute should be paid to human 
‘depravity ; that millions after 
millions should be raised by pro- 
fessedChristians to hire men to en- 
gage in the unhappy employment 
.of killing their fellow men; that 
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the Sabbath thould be broken 
down, vice and immorality be- 
come awfully prevalent, and 
thousands after thousands of im. 
mortal beings, be driven away in 
their wickedness 3 while it is so 
difficult to support the fainting 
cause of virtve in the world, and 
to-bear any extraordinary expense 
incurred by the endeavor to make 
mankind, wiser, better and happi. 
er. I now-proceed to shew, that 
the greatest charitable expenses 
are very small compared with the 
expenses of war. 

The British and Foreign Bible 


Society is one of the noblest char- 


ities, in the promotion of which 
Christians have.ever united. It 
has received a very extensive pat- 


ronage ;—so extensive, thatChris- 


tians have very generally been as- 
tonished at its magnitude ;—a 
patronage of which it is perfectly 
worthy,.and which could be use- 


fully employed if increased twen- 


ty-fold. This Society expended, 
during the year which ended in 
May 1813, about three hundred 
and nine thousand dollars. This sum 
sounds large ; but it is not quite 
the fifteen hundredth part of the 
war expenses of the British em- 
pire, exclusive of the war expens- 
es of the British colonies, for the 
last year. In other words, it 
would not pay the war expenses, 
as they accrue on an average, for 
a single quarter of a day. It would 
not replace the arms and ammu- 
nition expended by a single ad- 
vanced guard, at the battles of 
Iseipsic. It would scarcely fur- 
nish lint to bind up the mangled 
limbs of the wounded in those 
battles; it would scarcely grease 
the wheels of the waggon and ar- 
tillery train; it would scarcely 
feed the surgeons of the army on 
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bread and water, while actually 
employed in amputating the 
limbs and trepanning fractured 
skulls ; it would scarcely. repair 
the damage done to a ship of the 
line, in a hard: fought. battle ; it 
would scarcely give a morsel of 
brown bread to each of the wid- 
ows and fatherless children, whom 
a single campaign has reduced to 
that situation. Some few gener- 
ous souls may give more to the 
Bible Society, than they.pay tow- 
ards the expenses of war; buta 
great proportion, even of the an- 
nual subscribers, do not give a 
hundredth part so much, as falls 
to their share of these expenses. 
To cross the Atlantic. and re- 
turn to our.own. country :—From 
the best computation, which Iam 
able to make from.the documents 
before me, I.suppose the mission- 
ary Societies in the United States: 
expended 25,000 dollars the last 
year, and the Bible Societies will: 
spend the current year about 20,- 
000 doliars. Supposing our war 
expenses to be 45,000,000 dollars, 
which is generally. considered as 
a pretty low. estimate, it appears 
that the people of. the United 
States, which is a_ professedly. 
Christian Country, and in-which 
many thousands of.real Chistians 
are to be found expended one thou- 
sand dollars in war for a single dol- 
lar laid out in supporting mission- 
aries and di:tributing of. Bibles. 
In other words, the money expen- 
ded for these purposes wou'd sup- 
port our war expenses only ane 
hours and thiriy.seven minutes. It 
would scarcely load the guns, in 
all our forts and vessels, for a 
general salute on account of one 
of our victories : it would scarce- 
ly afford pine cefiius for our young 
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men who have died in our army 
hospitals. 

Some individuals among us, (L 
record it for the honor of. the 
Christian name, ) make pecuniary 
sacrifices for the cause of their 
Redeemer with as mutch zeal, as 
those, whom the world calls pate 
riots, ever made sacrifices to tupe 
port'a popular war. The ‘num. 
ber is small but increasing ; and 
it will continue te increase. ‘The 
time is coming, when the opinions 
of mankind are to be changed on 
these subjects ; when-the real in- 
interests of men will be perceived 
and. promoted ; and when those 
things, which have been hitherto 
highly. esteemed among men. Will be 
found to be an abominajion in the 


sight of God, 


THOUGHTS ON ECCL. Vv. I. 


Kesp thy foot when thou goest to the 
house of God 3 and be more ready: 
to hear, than.to give the sacrifice 
of jools. 


T'we public worship: of God 
is adivine institution. ‘The em- 
ployment is solemn; and the. 
temple or house dedicated to 


this sublime service must of 
course be a solemn place. The 


anginting, or dedication, of the: 
tabernacle in the wilderness, (see 
Ex. xl.) and the dedicazion of. 
the temple at Jerusalem, {-ce }, 
Kings viii.) afford abundant ev. 
idence, that the hou-e of God, or 
the place dedicated te the wor. 
ship of God, must be flied with 
solemnity. In view of this@ruth 
the wise man uttered the exhorta. 
tion, whichstands at the head of 
this paper. te le net my = 4 
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to attend partictlacly to the phra- 
seology of the wise man, when 
he says Keep thy foot. The lead. 
ing sentiment conveyed by these 
words, is evidently, Keep thyself; 
that is, be serious and solemn, re- 
membering that thou art about 
to enter into the more immediate 
presence cf a holy soe. He 
then says; Se more ready to hear, 
than to give the satrifice of fools. — 
These words naturally lead to 
some thoughts, respecting the 
feelings and conduct of those, 
who, as Acarers, attend the pub- 
lic worship of God. 

I. It becomes evety one to feel, 
that heis personally and deeply 
interested. Every one has an 
immortal soul to be saved or lost. 
Every one is 2ccountable to God 
forthe use of ail bis time and 
talents. And of course ever 
ne is personally and deeply in- 
terested inthe ‘great duties of 

ublic worship. Let it be re- 
membered, that the house of God 
is nota étheater; and that those, 
who assemble there, are not mere 
spectators. Far from it. They 
are allinterested. And a3 eacn 
one must hereafter give account 
of himself to God, it follows that 
all are afize interested. Every 
one ought then to fee/, that he is 
interested. And feeling this, he 
ought to Pf nob with that so- 
lemnity and reverence, which be- 
come the Seinte > of God, and the 
followers of Jesus Cliist. 

& Itbecomes every one, on 
entering the house of God, to 
dismiss all worldly cares, and to 
indulge no worldly thouchts — 
The pure sublime worship of 
that Holy Berg has no connex- 
son with the cares and objects of 
this world. To indulge worldly 
thoughis, or to converse 
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near the houte of God, onthe 
business, or the pleasures, or the 
politics of this world, unfits any 
person for religious worship. It 
diverts his attention from reli- 
Rious subjects: it destroys the 
fervor and almost the existence 
of devotion inhis heart. It thus 
renders the religious exercises of 
the day unprofitable and unin. 
teresting to him ; and, what is 
infinitely more dreadful, it is ale 
together offensive to that Being, 
whom he professes to worship. ~ 
If men converse .on the business 
or the politics of this world, be. 
fore they enter the house of God 
will rot their thoughts be em. - 
ployed in meditating on these 
subjects while ix this house? If 
so. Christ, were he present, would 
say, as hé once did to the mon- 
ey-changers, ake not my Father's 
house an house of metchandize. 

3. Itbecomes every one to 
feel that God is there. The 
house of which the wise men 
spake, and in which they are 
assembled, is Fis house, dedicated 
and consecrated to His worship, 
Init He has graciously conde- 
scended to record Hisname: in 
it He has manifested Himself to 
His own children: and He is 
there: there as the object .and 
the only proper object of religious. 
worship ; there as a comforter to 
His own children; there to hear 
their prayers, and accept their, 
praises; and there as a Witness 
to take cognizance of every tho’t, 
and every action. This truly is 
a solemn consideration. Were. 
it felt, were it realized, that God 
isthere, the thought would be 
sufficient of itself to make every 
cne solemn 2nd attentive. Bur, 
alas, how littte is this truth reali- 
zed, by a large proportion of 
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those who go to the house of 
God. _ If we may judge by the 
actions .of no. small proportion of 
them, we must say, that they do 
not feel that God is there. They 
do not feel, that He is a Spirit, 
and that those, .who. worship 
Him, must worship Him in spirit 
andin truth. They therefore do 
not realize the truth. He s.there,, 
whether his dependent and sinful 
creatures are aware of it or not. 

4. It becomes each one to at- 
tend with solemnity to every part 
of public worship. _ To sing. 
praises to God is as solemn as it 
is delightful. And to sing His 
praises on a thoughtless tongue, 
is but solemn mockery in His 
sight. To remain heedless and 
uninterested, during this pleasing. 
Spart of divine service, betrays a 
criminal want of love to Him. 
How sinful must it be, also,.to 
remain thoughtless and indiffer- 
ent in the time of prayer. And 
yet how shamefully stupid and 
indifferent are many. persons, du, 
ring that solemn part of public 
worship. Some are looking 
around to see who is coming.in ; 
some ate surveying the dress of 
others; and some are impatiently 
waiting to hear the closing sent- 
ence. All thisis utterly incon- 
sistent with true devotion.— 
Such persons are not worshippers ¢ 
they are mere spectators. ‘They 
act as though the speaker were 
the only person. interested in the 
performance of this duty. And 
were he to imitate them by _look- 
ing around on others, in the hour 
of devotion, they would be aston- 
ished at the indecency and impro- 
ptiety of his conduct. Itisa 
truth, that such persons pay more 
deference to the speaker, as a 
speaker, in sermon time, than they 
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do to Jehovah, as the object of 


worship, in the hour of devotion. 
But these things ought not so to 
SS : | ! 

5. Every one. should be more 
ready to hear, than to see or to be 
seen. - To go. to, the house of 
Ged merely to see others, or to 
be seen by them, is to give the 
sacrifiee of. fools. |; It is no. less 
than to prostitute the time appro- 
priated to the worship of God 
to mere sport and pastime, and 
to convert the house of God into 
a place of amusement. , /t pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching, 
says an Apostle, to save them that 
believe. . The .same Apostle says, 
Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the wordof God. The design 
of preaching is not.only to edify 
and establish saints, and to com- 
fort mourners in Zion; but to 
warn and reprove sinners, to con- 
yince gainsayere, and to detect 
hypocrites. _ If, then, those who 
goto the house of God do not hear; 
if they.are not more ready to hear 
His word, than.to see or be seen, 
they lose all the benefit of preach. 
ing; they cast contempt on.,this 
divine institution.. To them, if 
they continue thus. stupid and in- 
different, the preacher ig a savor, 
not of life unto hfe, but of death unto 
death, Reade2, is not this a just 
Statement .of the subject ? And if 
so, is it not an affecting, alarming 
thought; Ought you not, whoev.. 
er you are, or whatever may be 
your situation or profession in 
life, to take heed to yourself, to 
k-ep your foot;when-you go to 
the hcuse of God? Be persuaded 
to remember, that you ate per- 
sonally and deeply interested ; 
that it becomes you to dismiss 
worldly cares, and to abandon 
vain conversation; to /ee/ that 
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God is there; to attend with due 
solemnity toevery part of public 
worship ; and to be more ready 
to hear the word of God, to pray 
to Him and to praice His name, 
than to see your fellow creatures, 


or.to be seen by them.. Should 


ee Ie 





Ser?’ 


these broken hints tend:to solem 
nize or awaken one individual. 
and make him more attentive ta 
the worship of God in His house, 
the writer will have great occas 
sion to rejoice, ' 

Pan. 






ectigious Snteltigence. 


ZXTRACI FROM THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL CONVEXTION.. 


Ata meeting:of the General Copvention-of Congregational and Presbyterian » 





Ministers in the State of Vermont regularly assembled at the Meeting housejin » 
Woorlstock, on Tuesday the 13th day of September, A. D. 1814, the following 


persons composed that body: 
Rev. Measrs. 
Jonathan Nye, 2 
Samuel Sargeant,:- ; 


Ralph Robinson, : 


Calvin Noble, 3d 


Austin Hazen,* 
Dan Kent, 


Samuel Bascom, « 3 . 


Aaron Palmer, 
dohn Hough, 
Simuel Goddard, 
Asaph Morgan, 


Gershom Wiilhams, 


Jpbn Keep, 
Richard 8. Storrs, 


Ephraim T. Woodruff, 2 : 
2, 
5 


Joseph Rowell, 
Walter Chapin, 


‘The delegates from the Association, 
from wilich a preacher wus expecied, 
net being present, the sermon previous 
to the opening of the*Convention was 
delivered by the Rev. John Keep, from 
Massachusetts, from Psalms 50, 2. 
Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, 
tied uth shtned. 

‘hhe ev. Walter Chapin was chosen 


From 
Windham Associatien: 


Pawict. 
Oranre 
Rutland: ’ 
Royalton 


Addison 

Coos 

N. Western 

General Assembly of the: Presbyterian 
Church. 


General Association of Connecticut. 


General Association of Massachusetts: 


General Association of New-Hamp- 
shire, 


Minister of the Town. 


Moderator, and the Rev. John Hongh, 
Seribe. The Rev. Austin Hazen wes 
chosen Assistant Scribe. The Cpn- 
vention was then opened with prayct | 
by the Moderator. 

Messrs, Keep, Rowell, Hough, 


- Morgan and Noble were appointed a 


com:nittee of overtures. 
Mr, Nye was appeinicd ‘a comimit- 

















Ss 


ya 
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‘tee to examine and report the state of 
‘the Treasurer’s accounts. 

Messrs. Kent and Robinson appear- 
. ed and took their seats. 

Messrs. Sargeant, Robinson, Kent, 

‘Noble, Bascom, Hoagh, Goddard and 
Morgan were appointed a eemmittee 
to report the number of settled minis- 
ters. and the namesofunsetticd minis- 
ters and licensed candidates, in our 
“onnexion. 

The Rev. Messrs. Sylvester Sace, 
Bancroft Fowler, john ‘Griswold, He- 
man Ball, »Elijal) Lyman, Jedediah 

‘Bushnell, John Fitch, and Daniel Has- 

‘kell were chosen a committee to cer- 
‘tify the regular standing of Ministers 
and candidates travelling out of this 
state. 

Voted, That we will hear: the -narra- 
tives of the state of religion within 
our limits and: those of the bodies rep- 
resented in this Convention, to-mor- 
row, immediately alter divine service ; 
and that Messrs. Robinsen, Storrs, 
Woodruff, Rowell and Keep be a com- 
mittee to tuke minutes and prepare 
report upon the subject, 

The Convention then adjourned to 
8 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Wednesday, Sept. 14. Até6o’cloek 
2 meeting for social prayer Was«.tteud. 
ed by the Convention. 

At8 e’clock the Convention met 
-agreeably to adjournment and .was 
_opened with prayer by My. Kent. 

Mi. Chanin res:gned the chair ard 
the Rev. Dan Kent was chosen Mote- 
rator in his room. 

Priated minutes of theirtproceed- 
ings were received from the General 
Associations ot Massachusetts, Con- 

»necticut and New-Mampshire, and it 
was voted, that the thanks of the Con- 
vention be returned to thuse bodies. 

On motion, Voted that a committee 
be raised to consider the expediency 

. of petitioning Congress to put a stop tu 
“he transportation aqd opening of the 
mail on the Sabbuih; and that Ure 
Rev. Sylvester Sage and M.ssrs. Cha- 
pin and Storrs be this committee. 

The publishing committee being 
unable fro: particular circumstances 
‘to make a complete report respecting 
the Adviser, Voted; That 4a committee 
be appointed to examine the accounts 

ve@f the Adviser, to settle with ie pub- 
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the debts, which may be found ate 
the establishment, and that the Rev- 
Messrs. Thomas A. Merrill and Join 
Hough, and Beaumont Parks, E.q. be 
this committee. 

Resolved, As the opinion of this Con- 
ventaon, that it is inexpedient to relin- 
quish the _pubscation of the Advi iser, 
it circumstances shall be fouid to al- 
low of its continuance. 

‘eted, ‘That the management of-the 
Editorial department of the Adviser 
be committed, tor the ensuing vear, 
do the Reve John Hough : it being ann. 
slersiood, that he shall receive, for his 
services, suclme@anpensation 3S a com- 
mittee, to be appointed by the Conven- 
‘tion, shall deem reasonable; and, if 
any thing accrue, more tian is ade- 
iguate to defraying the expences of the 
establishment, that it be devoted, as 
at present, to-the use of the Missiona- 
7. 

Voied, That the work, under the care 
«of the Rev. Jokn Hough, be recom- 
mended by this Canv ention ‘to the pat- 
ronage of the publick. | 

- Veted, That the Rev: Jedediah Bush- 
nell, the Rev, Henry Davis, D. D. and 
Peter-Starr ,Eyq. be the above con- 
mittee. 

The -eommittee, appoint2d. to ex. 
eamine the accounts ofthe Treasurer, 

presented the following Report, whicls 
vas read and accepted: 

* Tie Committce appointed to ex. 
amine. the accounts of the Treasurer, 
reports, that his aecounts appeur to be 
regular; that at the settlement last 
year theie was in bis hands the sum 


of $37,658 
‘hat he has reccived since 11.25 
"Rhat he has paid out 53,20 


Chat there are wow in his-hands 15,68 
and that the delinquent associations 
are Coos, Rutland and Pawlet.’’ 

‘The Rev, Aaron. Palner «ppearect 
and took his seat, 

The report of the committee, an- 
pointed to comsider the expediency of 
petitionng Congiess to puta stop to 
the transportation and opening of th. 
mailon the Sabbath, presented a Ke- 
port, which was read and sccepted, 
reeoiminending the apDpomtment of 
committee to prepare a respeettul pe- 
tition \o Congress on the subject and 
alsy \he appontmen ekaanelatiads 
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coriespond with committees of other 
bodies. Whereupon | 

Voted, That Messrs. Hough, Rohie- 
sonand Nye, be the committee to pre- 
pare the-above petition ; and that the 
Rev. Sylvester Sage, the Rev. Henry 
Dayis, D. D, and the Rev./Asa Lyon 
be the committee of correspondence. ; 

Voted, That:a circular letter be ad- 
dressed to the churches requesting a 
collection to defray the. necessary ex- 
pences of the convention; ard that the 
Rey. Chester Wright, and Messrs. 
Keep and Hazen be a committee to pre- 
pare such a letter. , 

The Rev. Gershom Williams, the 
delegate from the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian church in-the United 
States appeared and.took his seat. 

At 2 o'clock heard a‘sermon from 
the Rev. Ephraim Sy Woodruff, from 
Jaines 2. 5. Hearkéen, my beloved breth- 
ren, hath got God chosen the poor of this 

“world rici%n fuith, and heirs of the King- 
dom, which he hath promised to them that 
love him? ~After divine service, the 
Convention proceeded to hear, in part, 
the narratives of the state of religion. 

Adjourned to 6 o’cluck to-morrow 
itor ning. In the, evening a discourse 
was delivered by the Rev. Richard S. 
Storrs, from Rom. 1. 16. For I am not 
ushamed of the Gospel ef Christ. | . 

Sept. 15. The convention met accor- 
ding to adjournment. The relations 
concerning the state of religion were 
tesumed and finished. |, 

The committee mieinted te pre- 
pare acircular letter, presented the 
tollowing which was read ane accepted 
and the Rev. Thomas A. Merrill was 
appointed.a eommittee to procure it 
printed and distr ibuted. PA aig 


To the Congregational and Py "eshyterian 
': Churches in the State of Vermont. 
Beroveno BrerereEnN, 
The Genera! Convention of Congre- 
ational and Presbyterian Ministers 
in this State, viewing it a satisfaction 


and delight to the pious mind, and. 
highly conducive to the interest of re= 


hig ion, to Mainiain an intercourse with 
the Christian Churches in connexion 
with us in the: United States, have 
been in the 
ally a delegation te the several. Gener- 
Associations of New-Hampshire, 


and 


ca 


Biassuchuse at. -~ nna Coun 1c ‘ict, 


es 
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also to the General Assembly of ths 
PresbyterianChurch in Philadelphia. 
And whereas these delegations partic- 
ularly the one to Philadelphia are at- 
tended‘ with an expense which the 
delegates are unable to afford, this Ccn- 
vention have: thought proper to re- 
quest, the several Churches within 
their bounds.to contribute a sum, once 
in every three years, to be by their re- 
spective Pastors. transmitted to the 
Treasurer of the Convention, for the 
purpose of defraying the necessary ex- 
penses. of the aforesaid delegations. 
The Convention make this application 
in the full confidence that the church- 
es will reap the reward of their atten- 
tion to it in the information they will 
annually receive of the state of their 
sister charches, and of: the general 
prosperity and progress of the king- 
dom of Christ in the United States. 

May the Great Head of the Church 
shed on you, brethren; and on every 
branch of Zion, the blessings of His 
grace, establish you: more and more. 
in the faith and order of the. gospel. 
and enable you to. abound.in every 
goed word and work. RE ef 

By order of the Convention. 

ne DAN KENT, Moderator. 

JOHN HOUGH, Scribe. 


The Convention proceeded to elect 
delegates to the several bodies witk 
which they are in connexion, and the 
fullowing persons were chosen : 

The Rev. Sylvester Sage to repre- 
sent the Convention in the General .\s- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church in 
the United States, to be holden at 
Philadephia on the third Thursday of 
May 1815, and the Rev, Chester 
Wright, his substitute ; 

‘The Rev. Bancroft Fowler to repre- 
sent the Covention in the General As- 
sociation of Connecticut ta be holden 
at the house of the Rev. William An- 
drews in Danbury,on the third Tuesday 
of June 1815, and the Rev. Jobn Hough, 
his substitute ; - ’ 

- The Rev. Stephen Fuller and the 
Rev. Jonathan Nye to represent the 
Convention in the General Association 
of Massachusetts, Proper, to meet at 
the house of the Rev. Joseph Lee in 
Rovalston, on the last Tucsday of June 
1315, and the Rev. Dan Kent, and the 
Rey. Thomas H. Wood, theiz subst. 
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tutes : And the Rev. David H. Willis- 
ton and the Rev, Elijah Lyman to rep- 
resent the Convention in the General 
Association of New-Hampshire to be 
holden at the house of the Rev. Profes- 
sor Shurtleff in Hanover, on the third 
‘Tuesday of September inst. and the 
Rev. Calvin Noble and the Rev. Asa 
Burton D, D. their substitutes. , 

MeSsrs. Palmer and Motgen receive 
ed leave of absence. “ 

Mr. Keep received leave-of absence 
un the afternoon. 

Voied, That the Convention recom- 
mend the formation of Auxiliary Tract 
Societies, in the respective towns, to 
receive tracts from the New- England 
Society 5 and that the Trustees of the 
Missionary Society, to Whom the con- 
cerns of the Tract Society, in this 
State, are committed, bé requested to 
appoint agents to transact the busi- 
ness, instead of publishing tracts ag 
has been hitherto practised. 

Voted, ‘Vhat the Scribe lay this vote 
before the ‘Trustees of the Missionary 
Society. 

‘The reports of the several delegates 
to foreign bodies were heard and ac- 
cepted. 

The delegate to the General ‘Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts, states that 
the Association were informed, that 
the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Churches had agrecd to circu- 
late, in all the Societies, in their con- 
nection, petitions to Congiess, praying, 
that a stop may be put by law to the 
transportation and opeing of the mail 
on the Sabbath —To thesé petitions, 
@ is calculated to procure as many 
subscribers,’ a8 possibie, and then 
transmit them to Washington, for the 
purpose of being presented to Con- 
gress, in the’ latter part of December 
next.-—Tiiis measure appeared to 
strike the minds of the Association 
very favourably and accordingly a com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up and 
circulate in that state petitions of the 


same kind--and endeavor to transmit ° 


them to the seat of go¥ernment about 
the same time.— If the Convention of 
this State should adopt a similar meas- 
ure, it might possibly be of no sinall 
avuil, in checking the alarming prog- 
ress which the profanation of Uaat sa- 
cred day has already ~“— 
The delegates to thy General Asgo- 
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ciation of New-Hampshire mention, 
that creat exertions are making for the 
suppression of vice, and the encour-, 
agement of good morals, by the forma. 
tion of moral societies, which have 
become numerous and popvlar. Many 
catechetiesl socseties have likewise 
been furmed, which promise much 
good to the rising generation. Their 
benevolent institutions receive great 
and increasing support, esvecially their 
cent society, which is under the pat- 
ronage and inspection of the Ceneral 
Association. 

We also noticed with pleasure the 
benevoleat exertions of that respecta- 
ble body in taking active measures to 
relieve indigent widows of deceased 
ministers, by the establishment of 
acharitable fund, for which purpose 
a Constitution was adoptec 
- The committee, appointed to ascer- 
tain the number of ministers and can- 
didates in this state, in our connexion, 
reported, that there are 79 settled 
ministers, 19 unsettled and 8 candi- 
dates. ‘ 

The names of unsettled ministers 
and candidates are Rev. Henry Davis, 
‘D.D President Mid’ Coll. Rev. John 
Hough, Professor, Mid Coll. Riv Silas 
1.. Bingham, New-Haven, Rev. John 


‘Ransom, Sudbury, Rev. Samuel Whi- 


ting, Rockingham, Rev. Aaron Cros- 
by, Newfie, Rev. Samuel Sargeant, 
Chester, Rev. Mathew ‘Taylor, South 
Granville, Rev. David H. Williston, 
Tunbridge, Rev. James Parker, Enos- 
burgh. Candidates, Luke Whitcomb, 
Dummerston, Silas Mackeen. Covinth, 
Clement Parker, Corinth, Isaae P. 
Lowe, Pomiret, Benton Pixley, Will- 
jamstown, Asahe iSione, Bridport, Pisin- 
ehas Randall, Weybridge, Justus 5S. 
Hough, Addison, Charles Caikins, Wa- 
terbury. 

Voted, That the committee, appoint. 
ed to prepare the form of a petition to 
Congress, against the transportation 
and opening of the mail on the Sabbath, 
be discharged from that duty: 

Voted, Vhat a new committee be 
raised io prepare such a petition and 
te procure the printing and circalatijon 
ofit; and that the Rev. Henry Davis, 
D. D. Rev. ‘Fhomas A. Merrill, and 
the Rev. Jolin Hough, be the comarit- 
tee. ’ 

Voted, That iv be heveafier a stands 
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sing regulation with this Convention to 
appoint delegates to the General Asso- 
ciation of New-Hampshire, not at the 
session immediately preceeding the 
meeting of the General Association, 
‘but at the session, holden the year pre- 
Vious, 

_ The Conventien being however, at 
diberty, af they learnthat the persons 
appointed, will not perferm the duty 
assigned them, to supply their places. 

The Convention, in conformity with 
the above vote, proceeded to appoint 

the Rev. Asa Burtev, D. D.‘and the 
Rev. Calvin Noble delegates to the 
“General Association of New-Hamp- 
shire, for the year 1815, and the Rev. 
Elihu Smith, and the Rev. Willard 
‘Preston, their substitutes. 

Voted, that it be recommended to 
ethose ‘Towns, in which there are no se- 
cieties; for the support ofthe gospel, 
40 organize such societies and that the 
‘Rev. Samuel Sargeant, the Rev. Wal- 
Aer Chapin, and Charles Marsh, Esq. 
Ase acominittee to prepare a form, to 
be published and distributed, to facii- 
itate the formation of such societies. 

Voted, Tiat the allowance to the del- 
-egate to the General. Assembly of the 
Presbvieriaa Church, be increased to 
112 1-2 cents a mile. 

Voied, Vhat the accounts of the 
-gtate of religion be hereafter delivered 
in writing. 

Voted, Chat the next meeting of the 
Cenvention be at the house of the Rey. 
an Kent of Benson, and iat Grange 
Association be requested to appuint a 

reacher. 

‘Fhe committee, appointed to pre- 
pare udl.gesied uccount of the state of 
‘religion, during the past year, within 
this state and the limits of the several 
‘budies represented in the Convention, 
presented the tollowing 


REPORT. 


The Committee, appointed to take 
ninutes frou the free Conversation, on 
the state of religion withjn the limits 
of the General Convention, and of the 
sguveral bodies in connexion with it, bee 
leave. to report, 

Chat, fromthe acconnt given by 
Windham Asscciation, there is in that 
County an increased attention to reli- 
B02 5 that the Lord’s day is more 
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carefully observed, and Public worship 
better attended, than jn former years. 
In the West Parish in Westininster 2 
special work of divine grace reeently 
eommenced and it has made some pro- 
gress in the conversion of a number of 
souls to, the truth, as itis in Jesus. 
The churches are in harmony and gos- 
pel discipline is maintained. Pawlet 
Association report, that within their 
limits there is a gpecjal attention to 
the interesting concerns of eternity, 
particularly in the towns of, Pawlet and 
Granville. Previous to the commence- 
ment of the good work in Pawlet, the 
church.in that town was torn by dis« 
sentions, arising from a disagreement, 
an political opmions. But God.-who 
is rich in mercy and free to dispense 
pardun to the guilty, by the power of 
his grace, healed their divisions, unit. 
ed them in brotherly love, and gave 
them.a.cepious refreshing from lis 
presence. A powerful work unming- 
led with enthusiasm has been carricd 
ons to the praise of our glorious Re- 
dzemer. «About eighty have been add- 
ed to the church and several others 
entertam a hope, that they have been 
delivered fram the vassa’age of sin ay! 
brought to enjoy the liberty and bles- 
sings of the Gospel. Ten have been 
added to the church in Granville and 
twelve now stand propounded for ad- 
mission. General harmony prevails 
in the churches and a good degree of 
discipline is preserved. 

The members from Orange Associa- 
tion report, that within their Limits 
nothing peculiarly favorable has occor- 
red. Evrors have formerly abounded 
among them. “Itis hoped and believ- 
ed, that they are now less prevalent. 
in afew places, there are promising 
appearances. Harmony, and gospe! 
order and discipline generally prevail. 

Rutland Association report, that 
coldaess and formality in religion ex- 
tensively prevail, within their bounds. 
In the towa of Benson, however, there 
ex.sts 20 undsual attention to divine 
trata and an wyusual concern with ree 
gard iu the itrests of thesoul. Gas- 
pei discipline is maintained, and the 
churches are harmenious, 

Koyalton Association state, that 
there is among them no special revival 
of rehgion. Occasional instances of 


hopeful converswnand of additicus © 
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the churches occur, and are to be no- 
ticed with gratitude, as well as the 
prevalence of harmony in religious 
sentiment and the maintenance of ex- 
emplary discipline. 

Addison Association report, that in 
the town of Bridport an extensive re- 
vival of religion has been experienced 
and 4 rich harvest of souls gathered-in 
the last year. Isdividuals of all ages 
and of all classes, from the hoary-head- 
ed transgresser, to the child: of twelve 
years, and from the stated. attendant 
on religious worship and the man of 
«exemplary morals, to the openly vicious 
3nd the notoriously abandoned, to the 
Tfidel and blasphemer, have been sub- 
jects, of the good work. It ought hew- 
ever, to be remarked, that the mass of 
those, who have, it is trusted, experi- 
enced a salutary change, is composed 
of the descendants, of religious pa- 
rents, who were, in infancy, dedicaied 
to God, in the sacred ordinance of bap- 
tism. An hundred may be reckoned 
in the number of hopeful converts. 

-In Middlebury College there has 
been a happy attention to religion. 
As many as ten individuals have, it 1s 
believed, become the hopeful subjects 
of divine grace. 

The association lament the prevail- 
jing profanation of the christian Sab- 
bath. The observance of that saered 
ckay within their Emits has been great- 
Iv relaxed, occasioned apparently by 
the unhappy, war in which we are in- 
volved. .‘Uhe churches are ina state of 
harmony. 

Coos Association, report, that with- 
in their limiis no special attention to 
Feligion has existed the past-year.— 
Biblé schools and meetings for. cate- 
chetical instruction: have been estab- 
lished, which promise much good to 
the rising genccation. , 

The Northwestern Assceiation state, 
that they cannot-relate any very unus- 
val attention to religion. They have 
occasion deeply to lument the increas- 
jng vinlations. of the Lord's day, arris. 
ing from the cause, which has been al- 
ready mentioned. With pleasure they 
observe that a revival of religion has 
commenced in Jericho and Swanton ; 
and that in Enusburgh the cause of 
Christ has been prospered and a num. 
bé@r of souls born into bis Kingdom. 

While we lamen? thé rgmoval oi two 
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worthy hrethren in the Christian mine 
istry, we are constrained to acknow4- 
edge, with gratitude and praise the 
goodness of the Great Head of the 
Church in sending and establishing a- 
mong us more laborers, than in his 
good providence he has removed, 

Notwithstanding the broad en. 
croachments onthe christian Sabhath 
and the deplorable prevalence of other 
vices, the generabaspect of the part of: 
the vineyavd of our Lord, under the 
care of this Convention, is more flattere 
ing, and gives higher promise of gocd: 
to come, than in many former years.— 
On the whole we believe the cause of 
godliness is steadily, though gradually 
advaneing. 

Let the ministers of the altar arise : 
let them with firmness and zeal remone 
strate against all those abounding ine 
iguities, Which threaten such exten. 
sive mischief to the cause of Christ, 
which are .withering, the’ dearest’ ine 
terests of this life, and blasting the 
hepes of men fir the etetnal world. 

From the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian church we learn, that al- 
though coldness and indifference exist 
in many places, within their limits, yes: 
there have been most pleasing revivals 
of religion the year past. 

Lt is their opinion, that the cause of 
religion and morality have beew signal- 
lv advanced ; and that the past has 
been’a year of uncommon’ joy to the 
churches and a year, in which manv 
have been added to the Lord . 

Their Theological Seminary, at 
Princeton, promises to be an impotant 
source of supplyang destitute congre- 
rations with able pasté@rs. ‘ 

From the General Association of 
Connecticut, we receive gratiiPing in- 
te!hgence. The ministers of Christ 
and the churehes in that State are re. 
marKably harmonious iw their views of 
divine truth ; and are, to acommend. 


able degree, with ene heart and_soul,- 


striving together for the faith of the 
Gospel. Powerful and extersive revi- 
vais of religion have been experienced 
during the past year,in that part of the 
vineyaid of Ghrist. 

While they lament the lukewarmness 
and indifference,which prevail in many 
parts, with humble and devout prais<, 
would they gratcfully acknowledge the 
distinguishing mersies of the Most: 


the 
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288 Donaiions to the Vt. Missionary Sosiciye 


High. . Female Associations for pious 


_and charitable purposes, and socicties, 
.established for the suppression of vice, 


have been attended with consequences, 
highly beneficial to the community. 

From the intelligence, received 
from the General Association of Mas. 
sachusetts, Proper, it appears, that in 
various instances, precious seasons of 
refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord hare been enjoyed. In many 
towns there is an increasing attention 
+8 the word and ordinances of God ; 
and generally external order and, de- 
eency are observed throughout their 
limits. Great attention to the sub- 
ject of publick morals has been re- 
cently excited. Many, with success, 
have been induced to combine their 
efforts for the suppression of intem- 
perance, Sabbath-breaking and pro- 
faneness. The divine smiles still at- 
tend tie Theological Seminary at 
Andover, 

From the General Association of 
New-Hampshire we are informed, 
that although dangerous errors exist, 
and many places are destitute of.the 
regular dispensation of the word of 
life, and althewgh no extensive revi- 
vals of religion have been experierced ; 

ret a laudable degree of zeal and fuith- 
fitness clyaracterize the exertions of 
many friends of divine truth. Partic- 
ular attention has been paid to the in- 
struction of children and youth.— 


Great exertions have also been made, 
and are still making, for the suppres. 
sien of publick vices. .These exer- 
tions, through the blessing of Almigh- 
ty God, have been attended with very 
salutary effects. 

From this general view of the state 
of religion within our limits and those 
of the several ecclesiastical bodies 
with which we are connected, we may. 
rejoice in the animating and delight. 
fui persuasion, that the cause of Zion 
is gaining ground and that dark as, in 
Many respects, the times are, God has 
not forgotten to be gracious. Pray 


fa* the peuce of Jerusalem: they shalt 


prosper that lave thee. et nt 

Atter the Sermon before the Mis. 
sionary Society, the Convention hear 
a discourse from the Rev. Gershom 
Williams, from Gen. xiii. 8. And 
Abram said unto Lot, Let there beno 
strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, 
and between my herdmen and thy berd- 
men; for we be brethren. 

The minutes having been read, were 
accepted and the Rev. Thomas A. 
Merrill, and the Rev. John Hough 
were appointed .a committee to make 
extracts for publication. 

_ It was then, Voted, That the pres- 
ent meeting of the Convention be dis- 
solved. 

The foregoing is atrue record of 
the doings of the Convnetion. 
Attest JOHN HOUGH, Scriée: 
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DONATIONS tO THE VT. MISSTONARY SOCIETY. 


Congregational Society and Female alms Society, Hardwick 


Widow Hall, 5tarksborough J 
Female Society, Danville - - 
Female cent Societv, Thetford ° 
Female charitable Society, Norwich 
United churches in vicinity of Barre 


Rev. Evans Beardsley received on his mission 
Tiree young friends of Missions, Weathersfield 
Female friend of Missions, Westminster, E. P. 


emale friend of Missions, Pomfret 
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